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ALBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 16th March 2009 in the Albourne Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. Graham Stafford, Chairman; Cllr Jerry Butler; Cllr Robert Dunckley; Cllr. John Gooch; Cllr. Lesley Ritchie, Cllr. Gwyn Price and Cllr. Mick Gratton.   Also present: WSCC Mr. Peter Griffiths
A member of the public was present.

MINUTES

110.
Apologies - None.
111.  
Declaration of Interest – None.
112.  
Approval of Minutes from 23.02.09 and Matters Arising. – Adjustments made to 3 sections. Clerk to amend and distribute to Cllrs. Amended copy of minutes signed by Cllr. Stafford.
Matters Arising:

Cllr. Gooch informed members of a pothole on Reeds Lane at the Junction with Twineham Lane. Clerk to inform WSCC. Contact number for reference for Highway issues is 01243 642105.
Cllr. Gratton voiced his concerns regarding the rural issues questionnaire which should be under way by now.
Clerk informed members that an email had been received confirming Mid Sussex would pay half the cost, so the PC only has to pay £500. Clerk to chase the latest situation with Tom Warder/Rural Housing questionnaire.

Cllr. Price gave an update relating to the Village Hall lease. (Handout given).

It was agreed that Cllr. Price would obtain clarification relating to Ground Rent and discuss the current situation with David Waite from MSDC.

Clerk to ask local Parishes of the charges incurred by them for Village Halls as a comparison.

Clerk to send update to SALC/Louise Beeton for their view on the current issues as they were very helpful in the past.

113.
Report from WSCC – Cllr. Peter Griffiths.

An update was given on the B2216 speed limit situation. The TRO for the reduction of the 40mph speed limit to 30mph is due to be discussed at the next CLC meeting on 29th April 2009.
The rest of the highways work for the B2116 should follow on from May/June 2009. Signage is still ongoing.
The Casper speed device (a device that shows the speed of a vehicle so acts as a deterrent for speeding and also registers the sped of vehicles travelling) will be coordinated by Hurstpierpoint PC and the Albourne PC can put a bid in for it direct to them if they are interested in using the device.
Cllr. Griffiths gave an update of the latest school admission figures for the local area. Albourne Primary School was over subscribed by 3 pupils. Provisions are under way for these pupils.

The economic downturn has had an effect on the Albourne School Hall refurbishment, although there may be some funding coming through from Government which could be used for projects such as this. Cllr. Griffiths will keep us informed.

The next CLC meeting is on 29/4/09 in Poynings and will have a rural life theme. 
Cllr. Ritchie confirmed she will obtain a photograph of the school Garden (when in bloom) and send onto Cllr. Griffiths and also obtain some feedback on the new bus lane.
Cllr Griffiths will look into arranging photographs of the basketball area in the recreation ground.

No report from MSDC – apologies received from Cllr Seward.

114.
Planning Liaison Committee - 

AE/09/00307/FUL  1 Oak Cottages, Truslers Hill Lane, Albourne. BN6 9JN.

Small extension to form new toilet by rear porch, improvement of existing flat roof by the addition of a false pitch around roof.

Albourne PC proposes no objection to this application.
115.
Chairman’s Report
The Parish Council was informed of the 12 acres of land sold recently for the rearing of pheasants. A watching brief was decided for this land.
Cllr Stafford spoke of the recent meeting he attended regarding the new Planning Portal System being piloted in London Boroughs at present. It is in the very early stages of talks at MSDC, but it is a very exciting and innovative system. Clerk has requested a copy of the members pack from MSDC and will forward details when received.

116.       Village Hall Chairman’s Report – N/A
117.
Financial and Administration Report 


Hand out issued by Clerk for the following cheques to be agreed and signed at the meeting:

  G Stafford (re-imbursement)





£    72.20

  Salc /Nalc Subs






£   157.19

  MSDC Ground Maintenance





£   202.41

  WSCC (Clerks Salary for Feb 09)




£   439.39

  Clerks Expenses (End Feb/Mar09)



             £   184.80
  Total








£  1055.99
  Clerk informed members that Lloyds TSB had finally changed the address, but there was a letter and form to sign   

   for the updating of signatories.
   Clerk informed members that from the next PC meeting she would be requesting a signature on each page of the
   minutes from the PC and VH meetings as we use a loose leaf file. 

Clerk gave an update relating to the Village Hall light/EDF. George Woollard from EDF has confirmed that we can have a light installed on the post outside the village hall asap. Clerk has informed EDF that a standard light is required as they have offered a flood lit version.

(For reference, due to historical admin issues, the contact information for Mr. Woollard is: george.woollard@edfenergy.com).

118. 
Additional items since preparation of the Agenda – None.

Clerk informed members of the letter received from EDF regarding the re-location of substation from opposite 


Hunters Cottage to an area highlighted on the handout. Edf had thought the land was owned by the Parish Council.

Members confirmed this land was owned by Mid Sussex District Council. Clerk to inform EDF.

Clerk informed members that the quotation had been received fro Southern Electric to take over the EDF contract   for maintenance which expires at the end of the month. It had only been received that day, and so the Clerk would send over details for Councillors to view.

Cllr. Stafford asked members if they were happy for 6 street lights to be changed from Sodium from at a cost of £241.40 per light asap. All Councillors voted in favour. Cllr. Stafford to issue a list of changes. Clerk to place order with EDF asap.

119.       Councillors Exchange of information 


Cllr Ritchie - None
 
Cllr Gooch – Potholes as mentioned earlier
Cllr Gratton – Much ancient woodland makes up a large part of Albourne. Shaves Wood Farm is up for sale and that includes 20 acres of ancient woodland. Although some of the woodland has public footpaths, we need to be aware of this. 
Cllr Stafford – Informed members that a non resident had commented on how lovely the daffodils look through the village.
Cllr Dunckley – Heavy plant Machinery was on site at the Gospel Hall site until 4:45pm Saturday. This situation is unacceptable as it must be classed as a construction site for that type of machinery to be used.
Cllr. Price informed members that Peter Holding had visited him on Saturday morning to inform of the plans for that day, and that MSDC had told him the machinery could be used. They had to dig very large holes to locate underground networks for Southern Water. Unfortunately this had been made worse as Knottcuts had not kept up the annual maintenance.

Cllr Stafford informed members of an email he had received from MR S King (MSDC Planning Officer) stating that this is not a construction site at present and that until work begins on the footings, the rules do not apply.

Clerk to contact Mr. King with the details of Saturday for advice.

              Cllr Butler – None.
There is a quiz night at the Village Hall on 4th April 2009. Bar and hot supper included Raising funds for the Village Hall Flower show.


Tickets £7.50 per person. Available from Cllr Gratton.

Date of Next Meeting – Monday 20th April 2009 at 7:30pm (Incorporating the AGM)
                                      -  Monday 18th May 2009 at 7:30pm Annual Parish Meeting.
Meeting closed at 9.02pm
Signed:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….


