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ALBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 14th September 2009 in the Albourne Village Hall.

Present:  Cllr Graham Stafford (Chairman), Cllr Jerry Butler (Vice Chair), Cllr Lesley Ritchie, Cllr Michael Gratton and Cllr Robert Dunckley.
Also present: Jenny Hartley – Clerk to the Council.             


            8 members of the public.
                     MSDC Cllr Sue Seward and WSCC Cllr Peter Griffiths.
MINUTES

183.
Apologies – Cllr. Gwyn Price.
184.  
Declaration of Interest – None.
185.
Approval of Minutes from 20th July 2009 – One amendment made to planning notes. Cllr Seward was making a reference to Gallops. Clerk to amend. Proposed: Cllr Butler. Seconded: Cllr Gratton.

Signed by Chairman.


186.

Matters Arising: - None.
187.
Report from 

(i)
WSCC- Cllr Griffiths informed members B2116 TRO from 40mph to 30mph has been processed. The delay is 
awaiting EDF to process the lighting for the signs.
Cllr Griffiths thanks Cllrs for their information regarding the recent accidents on the B2116, this information will 

be fed back to the relevant departments.

The next CLC is on 5.10.09 at the Club Suite in Hurst Pierpoint Village Hall. This is a change of venue. The Agenda 

will include Care and Education which will incorporate special needs and challenging children. There is a brilliant 

solution from 3 Headteachers.
The Safer Routes to School meeting went well. Cllr Stafford informed members that there was a meeting on 10th 

September 2009 as to why the B2116 cannot be used. The plan is to put it in during the summer holiday period. 

The good news is the hedge along by the village hall will be left in place. The path will be north of the existing goal 

posts and come out opposite Harper and Eades. This is much safer for Parents crossing. We will await the formal 

plans to be produced.
Cllr Gratton asked why no one else had been invited to the meeting on the 10th September 2009 and when the 

formal plans can be expected.

Cllr Stafford informed members he received a phone call inviting him there last minute and there will be formal 

plans sent out in due course.

Cllr Stafford informed members the papers received by the school recently were not formal plans, so there were 

not in circulation yet.
Cllr Griffiths informed members the path would have to be 2.5m wide on a Safer Routes to school footpath to 

comply with the needs of all users.
Cllr Stafford asked is anyone was aware of what was happening at the Albourne Equestrian Centre as there has

 been up to 40 lorries per day carrying soil entering/exiting that site. There appears to be ‘banking’ the road is 

eroding away as a result of the turning from the lorries.
Cllr Griffiths stated he was not aware of anything.

Cllr Seward suggested contacting the Environment agency to check for Earth Bunding.

Cllr Ritchie asked Cllr Griffiths for an update on the school buses/Sawyers Common.

Cllr Griffiths informed this is being looked into, but is a total mass of rules.
Cllr Griffiths also told members we are in the rota for the Casper Speed Device which has been very successful in 

Burgess Hill.

Cllr Stafford extended his thanks to Cllr Griffiths for his work and support to the Parish.

8:01pm Cllr Griffiths left the meeting.

(ii)MSDC – Cllr Seward to report after Planning.

188. 
Planning Liaison Committee 


(i) New Applications - 

AE/09/02456/FUL 2 Wellcroft Cottages. Church Lane . Albourne. BN6 9BZ
Cllr Gratton informed that 6 of the cottages have been extended and this property had a small extension in 

2000.

Cllr Gratton gave members much detail of this application and the property history before the Chairman adjourned 

the meeting for the owners of the property to speak.

8:15pm meeting adjourned.
Consultations have taken place with the owners of No1 regarding the use of the party wall for a potential 

extension they would like to their property. They are in talks with a builder. Unfortunately they are 2 years 

behind our stage so we would like to go ahead with our application.

We are unhappy that we constantly have door mirrors damaged when we park on the road and our children are at 

risk as the driving is dangerous on the road.

8:20pm meeting re-convened.

Various discussions took place between members of the Parish Council regarding the road scene, area and 

application detail.

Decision:

APC objects to this proposal on grounds of the size and position of the rear extension and its 
consequent impact on neighbouring properties in terms of visual impact and overlooking.  

Design and access statement. 

We consider that Statement 5 is misleading.  “will not exceed past the rear existing elevation walls however will extend out to the side for the ground floor”.  This statement is true for the horizontal but not for the vertical. The existing plain west facing (to No 1) wall will double in height for two thirds of its width. NB – This expanse of wall is shown on the proposed western elevation as “Party Wall” as is the new west facing pitched tile roof. 

Additionally, the statement regarding bulk “similar designs and extended bulkiness” does not reflect that the proposal represents the only “full width, two storey, plus extra width” extension among the “similar properties”.

Proposed elevation plans.  

We further consider that the inclusion of French doors with balcony facilitates an unacceptable level of further overlooking of the Garden of 1 Wellcroft. 

Access and Parking.

Whilst not material given our views above, we would observe that Church Lane at this point presents a pleasant rural country lane bounded by largely native hedging on the “houses side”.  Vehicular access to the front gardens has previously been resisted, due to the narrowness of both the front gardens, Church Lane itself AND more importantly that each of the ten Wellcroft properties has vehicular access to the bottom of their rear gardens.  
Proposed: Cllr Gratton. Seconded Cllr Butler.
Owners of the property left the meeting.

            AE/09/02496FUL Softech House, London Road, Albourne. BN6 9BN

Cllr Gratton informed members of the detail of the application and time was allowed for members to view the plans.

8:32m Meeting adjourned for members of the public to speak on this application.


Owners of No 7, The Twitten – Object to the application due to screening and also the placement of rubbish within 

30 metres of their property. Also to the rear side of the building there is an air vent for the heat pump which is understood to link to the laboratory which is considered to be noisy and felt to be unacceptable.


Owners of No 6 The Twitten – Only moved into this property 2 weeks ago, but would also like to object. The 


screening in particular, but also the use of the building.
Owners of No 8 Leyfield – In the business Plan it is mentioned that a 10mx5m rail tract which will have a signal in use. They are planning to have something mechanical inside the building. It was felt the issues were not just for the Environment, but also the recycling/refuse. Vermin issues if the refuse is too close to these properties as children play around this area.

Also the car park – what lighting will be required/needed? There is also a likely increase of accidents as there is no mini slip into the building entrance.

8:40pm – meeting re-convened.
Cllr Ritchie stated she should state an interest in this application as it is close to her property. Cllr Ritchie also informed members there are often lights on in the building very late at night, along with vehicles moving around, again, late at night.


Cllr Gratton stated there appeared to of been no local consultation.

Cllr Seward informed members that policy E7 refers, and also the point is not an existing business – it appears to be a ‘new business’.

Decision:

APC objects strongly to this application.  We consider that the proposal conflicts with policy E7 of the local plan and that the boundary treatments and screening plans are inadequate and inappropriate. Additionally, we now have substantial vacant office accommodation locally, and within the parish, and within walking distance of this site. 

We have the following further observations on the submitted drawings and plans   

Planning Application Form

Section 7. The Recycling and Refuse storage and collection point – The positioning of this area is inappropriate and unacceptable for each of the following reasons. 

* Closest point on the site to adjacent residential dwellings

* One (of 2) points on the site closest to the confluence of TWO public footpaths. 

* Furthest point on the development site from the public highway. 

Section 10. Boundary treatments – the description on the application form is incomplete. It fails to mention the existing chain-link fencing which appears to delineate the existing boundaries; this fencing is partly shown on the submitted plans. (See also our comments on the submitted plans below). 

Section 15. Existing Use – “Never been used, scrub land”

This statement is inaccurate. The land within living memory was the Garden to the old King’s Head Public House, with a productive apple orchard.  For many years during the last century and before, the land was put to substantial community use – Albourne Club Day was held here along with other fetes and festivals. “Never been used” is clearly inaccurate, “Scrubland” is debatable, but if true would appear to be simply to be a product of neglect. 

SUBMITTED PLANS

 Plan TOPO_1.01 – “Topographical Site Survey of the land adjacent to Softech Global)

This plan shows the public footpath which flanks the southern boundary of the site.  

The footpath which flanks the western boundary of the site has been omitted. This footpath links the Twitten development with both the amenity woodland area and the Recreation Ground. This longstanding footpath was formalised “by condition” associated with the approval for the Twitten residential development. This dictated that the “developer” left a 6ft wide strip between the end gardens of the Twitten and the boundary of what was then the Kings Head Garden.  This gap remains.

The plan for the southern end of the western boundary states “line of fence uncertain due to dense undergrowth”. Given the existence of a chain link fence identical to the rest of the other western and southern boundaries, and given that this western boundary fence is 6ft from the fenced boundaries of the Twitten, it would seem likely that the fence IS the boundary. 

Our concern here is that the largely Hazel screening to this western boundary must remain to protect residents and footpath users from any future development. Given that the applicant makes no claim of ownership for this screening, or even shows it on any plans, we assume that conditions protecting both height and density will not prove onerous to the applicants, should the council be minded to approve this application. .   


Proposed: Cllr Gratton. Seconded Cllr Dunckley.

AE/09/02549/FUL Wellcroft Cottages, Church Lane, Albourne. 

Cllr Gratton gave a brief detail of this application and then the meeting adjourned for the applicant to speak.

8:52pm Meeting adjourned:

The applicant informed members the land is rented from Wiston Estates. Wiston do not allow Livery businesses to be run. He was happy the land is recommended for ‘Personal use’. He had consulted with the neighbours to the land and surrounding residents to find a location of minimal impact for the field shelters.

Cllr Stafford asked if the field shelters would be removed/reused.
The applicant stated they would be re-used and move them/adjust them slightly. The footprint will be 6ft bigger.


Cllr Dunckley raised the issue of disposal of the animal waste and how it was proposed to dispose of it.

The owner informed members he has 2 piles, one is taken away by Yew Tree Farm House, and the 2nd one had not been decided yet, there may be a need for someone to take it away.


Decision:

APC has no objection to this application.  Since the applicant is not the owner of the land, we would suggest that any consent should be specific to this applicant only. We would also suggest a condition relating to suitable disposal of horse dung from the site. 


Proposed Cllr Dunckley. Seconded Cllr Gratton.
AE/09/02427/FUL The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Albourne. BN6 9BY &   AE/09/02428LBC The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Albourne. BN6 9BY


Much discussion took place regarding this application and the history of this property, along with the impact on the 

Listed building restrictions. Further discussions to continue at the Village Hall meeting on Monday.


AE09/02689TREE Hamiltons, Church Lane, Albourne. BN6 9BX
 
APC has no objection to this application. 

 
Proposed Cllr Butler. Seconded Cllr Dunckley  


(ii) Recent Decisions of the Planning Authority:

High Cross Farm – Approved.
189.
Safer Routes to School/Footpath

Cllr Stafford reported that David Waite from MSDC also attended the meeting. He issues the license to WSCC for the path and they would have to take out a legal agreement on the path for maintenance for the upkeep.
190.
Chairman’s Report 


See earlier report regarding the Equestrian centre and earth being moved.

No livery at the top of Coombe Hill. Cllr Gratton to check the telephone number on the sign as it was advertising in the past.

Samuel Ore has a mobile home there. Cllr Gratton looked into this some time ago – chase up on this again.

Cllr Sue Sewards report – 

Core Strategy – concerns of the Burgess Hill situation of 3K Northern Arc near St Paul’s school. They are expected to take 6-7K houses.

There are to be improvements at the Hickstead junction & the A272 junction where traffic backs up.
Highways have a 15 year study showing they do not want any more traffic on the A23, but with the level of housing anticipated, this is some argument.
Cllr Stafford extended his thanks to Cllr Seward for staying to listen to tonight’s difficult planning applications, and he continued support.
Cllr Seward left the meeting at 10.01pm
191
Village Hall Chairman’s Report 

Next VH meeting 21st September 2009 at 7:30pm.

192.
Finance and Administration Report – Following payments were agreed.
   WSCC (July 09 Salary Clerk)


£439.39

   WSCC (Aug 09 Salary Clerk)


£439.39

   Clerks Expenses End July/Aug + Sept09
£290.60 

   Total





1169.38







   Balance of Business Instant Access Account as of 10.08.09
         £  2642.99 

   Balance of Albourne Current Account as of 25.08.09

         £13170.49

193.
Additional items since preparation of the Agenda – None.


Add Affordable housing survey to next month’s agenda.
194.      Councillors Exchange of information 

 Cllr Gratton informed members the flower show has not released the exact figures, but the Church had made over  

 £500 which was very pleasing.
Update on Shaves Wood – Felling has started. Hardcore turning circle is in and 28/7/09 licensing granted. All done correctly. Cllr Gratton has spoken to the Forestry Commission and they confirmed the company carrying out the felling work have an excellent reputation work and their plan is to bring it back to active woodland. Should the golf course wish to use any of this area a planning application would be required.

Cllr Butler informed members of a potential new regular hirer for the VH for a Pilate’s class. There may be an issue where the hire may clash with some PC meetings, but once more information is available, further discussions can take place.

195.
Date of Next Meeting – 19th October 2009 at 7:30pm.
Meeting closed at 10:20m
Signed:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….


