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An ordinary meeting of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd November 2010 in Albourne Village Hall. 
	Agenda No
	Minute No
	Agenda reference
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1.
	325
	Open Meeting and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened at 7.40pm. The Chairman welcomed everyone in attendance.

 Present: Cllr Stafford (Chairman), Cllr Butler (Vice Chairman), Cllr Ritchie, Cllr Gratton ( Chairman of Planning Committee), Cllr Price & Cllr Gooch.
MSDC -  Cllr Sue Seward.
3 members of the public – Mr & Mrs Rose, Byefield, Church Lane. Albourne.

1 Member of the Gospel Hall
Also Present: Jenny Hartley – Clerk to the Council

Apologies from Cllr Dunckley.
	

	2.
	326
	Declaration of Interest
	Cllr Price declared an interest re: planning application AE/10/03160/FUL Wickwoods Country Club, Shaves Wood Lane, Albourne. Extension to the Country Club.
	

	3.
	327
	Approval of Minutes from PC meeting on 19.10.10
	Amendments to be made by the Clerk. It was agreed the minutes would be amended and signed at the December meeting. 
	

	4.
	328
	Matters arising from the above minutes
	To be covered in the meeting during later points
	

	5.
	329
	To Receive Reports from:
	
	

	
	
	i. WSCC Peter Griffiths
	Not in attendance
	

	
	
	ii. MSDC Sue Seward
	Cllr Seward informed Members that Bolney PC have their meetings on the third Tuesday of each month, so should APC continue with the same Tuesday this would potentially be a clash on some occasions.
MSDC Budget is progressing. Waiting for December to establish the settlement from the government. 2.8% is worst case scenario to work with.
Some redundancies are likely to be considered – some voluntary and some compulsory.

MSDC grants to Parishes are likely to be cut, and Parishes will be liable to pay for other services they have relied on in the past from MSDC.
 Parishes may also be required to pay for copies of plans as they may no longer be supplied by MSDC. SS has suggested that the developer supplies the paper copies for both MSDC and the Parish.

Cllr Gratton stated the quality and scales would have to improve significantly on the website in order for us to move to an electronic version and be paper free.
Cllr Gratton stated it is unnecessary for MSDC to send duplicate copies of Listed Building Consent plans. SS will take that information back to MSDC.

Feedback on the Parish Council newsletter to Sue Seward from members of the PC please. Copy to follow for members from Cllr Seward shortly.
Notice received by SS that the West Sussex waste and minerals sites are being suspended due to future uncertainties. These were regional strategies for the South East.
Thanks to Cllr Seward for all her work in supporting the council.
	Feedback requested from the Parish Council regarding the newsletter to Sue Seward. SS will send a copy by email.



	6.
	330
	Planning Liaison Committee – Cllr Gratton
	
	

	
	
	AE/10/03340/LBC + AE/10/03338/FUL The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Albourne.  Proposed Construction of a new stone boundary wall and installation of entrance gates.
	No objection in principal – subject to confirmation of:
1. How the new wall will link into the existing wall.

2. Why there has been no consultation with the Church

3. There is commitment to resurrect  verges

On the left of the church gate.
Response:

APC has no objection to this application. We are surprised at the lack of clarity in the plans as to whether and how the new wall will adjoin or connect to the stone pier to the right of the Church gate. Our understanding is that there has been no prior consultation with the Church authorities or the Parochial Church Council. Additionally, the plan does not show the existence of the Fire Hydrant Indicator Post which appears to lie on the line of the proposed wall. We would also strongly recommend that the proposed reinstatement of grass verges be made a formal condition of any approval. For information, the grass verge to the north of the church footpath has already suffered significant damage by the vehicles of contractors associated with the other work being carried out at the rectory.  This damage has resulted in the cancellation/transference of various planned Christmas services at the Church
Proposed Cllr Gratton.  Seconded Cllr Stafford.
	

	
	
	AE/10/03156/LDC + AE10/3155/FUL Bishops Place, London Road. Albourne. Erection of link extension and replacement greenhouse.
	APC has no objection

Proposed Cllr Gooch. Seconded Cllr Stafford
	

	
	
	AE/10/03245/FUL 2 Church Lane, Albourne

Construct a 2 storey detached dwelling with integral garage. (resubmission, incorporating reduced size of building)
	Meeting adjourned at 8.25pm Mr & Mrs Rose.
Vacant plot to the west has also been surveyed. Mr Rose has been told this had been purchased and there are plans for another to be built on there.
Cllr Gratton stated the second plot may not have the same chances as this plot of obtaining permission. The plot (AE/10/03245FUL) is within the residential cartilage and classed as a previously developed site. Mr Rose stated there have been ditches dug on this plot not so they are certain they will get planning.

Other member of the public present is the owner of the second plot.

Discussions took place regarding the conservation area.

Meeting reconvened at 8.29pm
MSDC has 3 letter of support regarding this application on their website.
Cllr Gratton stated that any development outside the built up area of Albourne should be based on local need.

Cllr Price raised the issue regarding the letters of objection regarding this application. Cllr Seward stated that the letters of support or objection must contain reasons of planning objection/support. Letters must contain the right information.

Cllr Gratton Proposed APC object to the application as it is outside the boundaries of the built up area of Albourne.

Response: 
APC strongly objects to this application as the site lies outside the built area of Albourne and is therefore contrary to Local Plan Policy C1. APC remains opposed to residential development outside this area which is unrelated to local need. We have the following additional comments…..We disagree with the applicant’s agent’s statement that “…..the implementation of the Gospel Hall and Car Park effectively extends the urban form of Albourne to the south of Church Lane and ensures that the application site is land-locked. The proposed development will be contained by the Gospel Hall and car park……..” It is our view that the application site (despite its recent inclusion within the domestic curtilage of 2 Church Lane) AND the adjoining similar sized plot to the west are largely rural in nature and indeed look much as they have done for many years. The references to “landlocked” and “…will be contained by the Gospel Hall and car park…..” are in our view a peculiar interpretation of a site that is bounded on ONLY ONE side (out of four) by the Gospel Hall site, AND is bounded on its western side by an open similar-sized plot under individual ownership separate from the ownership of any surrounding land. This adjoining plot can be seen in the map/photograph on pages 4 & 5 of Appendix C of the Design and Access Statement. In both cases the site is beneath a circular red A which points to the application site. The statement made on behalf of this application is also in some conflict with a statement made by this applicant’s agents, when acting for the Gospel Hall Trust.  The above statement “...effectively extends the urban form of Albourne…” in our view lacks credibility when set against the statement made by the same agents in support of the Gospel Hall application… “In terms of development within the countryside, it is considered that this proposal as a spacious development of low intensity use will not extend the boundaries of the built up area, therefore mitigating the impact of Policy C1 (e) which particularly targets developments which would have this effect”. In addition, we are concerned that approval of this application could set a precedent for further development in the strip of land between Church Lane and the Gospel Hall site. As described above, directly to the west of the application site is a similar sized plot, with similar usage/planning history, and now under separate ownership from any of the surrounding land. Additionally, there is a strip of land to the west of this plot, facing Church Lane and north of the Gospel Hall, that we understand (from the Gospel Hall Trust) has different “ownership status” from the rest of the Gospel Hall site. Neither the similar sized plot nor the strip of land has been previously developed or is “within a domestic curtilage” but our concern remains. For information, we do not consider the dwellings at 1 and 2 Church Lane to constitute a precedent for development on this side of Church Lane, as these were constructed on the site of a previous dwelling (the mediaeval Manor Cottage). We have reviewed the letters of support from the applicant's wife, brother-in-law and another resident and have considered the views put forward.  We find nothing in those letters which suggests to us that Policy C1 should be overridden in this case. Proposed Cllr Stafford. Seconded Cllr Gratton. All in favour.
	

	
	
	AE/10/03160/FUL Wickwoods Country Club, Shaves Wood Lane, Albourne. Extension to the Country Club

	Cllr Price declared an interest in this application.
APC has no objection to this application however raised a serious question regarding the tree plan, and requires details of which trees are staying in situ and which are being replaced.
Response:

APC has no objection to this application in principle, however we are concerned at the lack of clarity in the plans regarding the retention, or otherwise, of trees on the site. Given the “yes” answers to both parts of question 15 on the Planning Application Form, and the woodland setting of the site and its position inside the South Downs National Park, we strongly suggest that a full Tree Survey be sought and considered prior to any decision. We assume that plans for the disposal of foul sewage (currently “unknown”) will be secured by means of a related condition.  The answer to question 24 on the Planning Application Form is incorrect. Almost the entire eastern façade of both the building and the proposed extension would be visible from the highway (Shaves Wood Lane). We note that construction work is already underway on the site. We are unable to determine whether this work relates to this application or to previously approved applications. Proposed Cllr Gratton. Seconded Lesley. All in favour.
	

	
	
	AE/10/3266/FUL   Q Leisure
	Response: APC has no objection to this application. We would recommend a condition relating to any future floodlighting which should be the subject of separate consent if required. Cllr Gratton proposed no objection that any flood lighting is subject to a separate application. Seconded by Cllr Butler.
	

	
	
	
	Upcoming planning:

There will be 3 planning applications for the December meeting.
Softech House has gone to appeal. The Hearing is on Tuesday.

New application for a new 2 storey has been submitted by Softech House. 
Lawful Development application for Grange View.

Wick Farm – LBC and other changes.
	

	
	331
	iii. Recent Decisions of the Planning Authority:
	Priest field Barn -  pending
Albourne Place  - approved

Middle House -  withdrawn
	

	7
	332
	Enforcement Updates
	Nil
	

	8.
	333
	Update on Complaint

	Update given to Councillors. Letter and papers sent to the insurance company without prejudice. Awaiting a response. Mr Christensen has been sent a holding letter via email.
	

	9.
	334
	Joint Parish Meeting

	Cllr Stafford attended the recent JPM. Cllr Mark Lee informed JPM Members that 56 people have been employed by the South Downs Nat Park, 40 of which are planners. There will be rangers etc.
Cllr Stafford updated members on the potential issues relating to the Rampion wind farm. The cables will come in and connect to Wineham Lane. They will come under ground due to the size. Rampion does not know where they will be placed yet. They are 400kv. The National Park will be involved in this.

Broadband provision – Discussions took place regarding the telephone exchange. It was thought that the majority of Albourne are on the Hurst Pier Point exchange.

Cllr Gratton will send a copy of the email regarding the BT sign up for faster broadband.

Gas mains: Unsure where it is located – Cllr Stafford to investigate.


	Cllr Gratton will send a copy of the email regarding the BT sign up for faster broadband for Clerk to put on the website.

Albourne Parish Council will host the next JPM on:
Late January – possibly on a Tues/Wed.

	10.
	335
	Clapper Boards, Church Lane – Update

	Tim Boxall – WSCC informed the Clerk that WSCC will make the necessary repairs. Clerk to send this information to Tim Boxall.
The 5 uprights are loose – they need to go at a 30 degree angle.

Tilt fillet needs to be added at the bottom. This pushes the hand rail away when walking across. Tilt Fillet needs to go at the Base of the upright..
	

	11.
	336
	Chairman’s Report
· Trusslers Hill Lane Traffic Survey
	At the last CLC meeting Neil Smith from WSCC stated there had been a survey completed along Trusslers Hill Lane regarding a weight restriction. 

WSCC state there must be more than 3% of HGV showing on their survey to allow a restriction to be put in place.
Unfortunately, this recent survey of Trusslers Hill Lane showed there had been only 2% of HGV’s. Neil Smith  was puzzled why there were more HGV’s  coming from the North to the South.

Cllr Gratton stated he had no local knowledge that could help support this information.
	

	
	
	Albourne Court
	Clerk had distributed the proposed fencing drawings prior to the meeting from the proprietor of Albourne Court. All members voted in favour of the fencing going ahead. Clerk too contact and confirm.
	Clerk too contact and confirm the fencing going ahead at Albourne Court.

	12.
	337
	Village Hall Chairman’s Report
	
	

	
	
	i. Village Hall meeting of 16.11.10
	Minutes with Jerry for checking – will following on shortly.

	

	
	
	ii. Village Hall Bookings – new costs for hire from 01.01.11
	Cost increases to hire as agreed.
Accounting period to change to 01.01 to 31.12 from 2011.
CLC grant for heating –sent to Peter Griffiths. £2k5 applied for.

Clerk to establish the CLC meeting date from Suzannah Kemp.
Cllr Butler obtaining revised quotes for the heating. 
Could the PC obtain a PWL for the heating? Clerk to check the current PWL outstanding information.

Carol Service on 10th December. Singing groups in different places throughout the village and then to the village hall.
It is felt this is an excellent community event.
	CLC meeting to be offered here in February. 
Clerk to establish the CLC meeting date from Suzannah Kemp.

Cllr Gratton and Cllr Butler to meet and look at the insulation in the VH roof.

	
	
	iii. Lease Update – Cllr Price

	Draft Terms received from MSDC.
£260 rental charge for the VH has been suggested by MSDC. They wanted to exclude the landlord and tenant act. GP went back to MSDC and said this was not acceptable; David Waite needs to put this in writing and this will then go to Gwyn’s contact.

Everyone extended their gratitude to GP.
	

	
	
	Cover for this Friday night hire – 6.15pm to 11.30pm
	Cllr Stafford will give a key to the contact
	

	
	
	Christmas Tree for VH
	No
	

	
	
	Grit bins
	It was agreed the Parish Council would purchase 3 x 200litre grit bins with lockable lids. Ideally 2 yellow and 1 green, however colour would not be crucial.

Positioned: 1 by property: Nulli Succundus, Church Lane,  BN6 9BY Church Lane. 1 outside Yew Tree Farm House, Church Lane (Gwyn House) and 1 at Barley Croft. Delivery of all 3 bins to Cllr Stafford so they can be safely secured to the area’s before grit is delivered.
	

	13.
	338
	Finance and Administration
	
	

	
	i. Grant Requests – Church/Grave Yard/VH etc
	Beginning of agenda in December meeting.
	

	
	ii. Agree Payments


	Payments agreed. Report signed.

Proposed: Cllr Butler

Seconded Cllr Price
	

	
	iii. Draft Budget/Precept Figure
	Moved to Dec
	

	
	iv. Update on Pond Area at Albourne Place – see plan
	Discussed earlier
	

	
	v. See correspondence – Snow and ice/xmas 
	Information only
	

	
	vi. 2011 Meeting Dates – suggestion
	See sheet – puppy information to jerry
	

	14.
	339
	Website
	Nothing to add.
	

	15.
	340
	Additional Items since preparation of the Agenda
	LR – west side fencing down in Millennium Garden – LR to inform GS.
JB – Craft Fair Sat 4th December 2010 
	

	16.
	341
	Councillors Exchange of Information
	Nil
	

	17.
	342
	Next Meeting Date
	Tuesday 14th December 2010 at 7.30pm
	

	
	
	Meeting Closed at:
	10.15pm
	



Signed__________________________________________________________ Date:______________________________________
