ALBOURNE PARISH     [2014]
__________________________________________
Minutes of the meeting of the Annual meeting of

the electors in the Parish of Albourne
held on: Tuesday, 6th May 2014, at 7.00 p.m.
Present: 
Albourne Parish Councillors: Cllr Meg Price – Chairman, Cllr Graham Stafford, Cllr Mick Gratton, Cllr Nikki Ernest, Cllr Barry Compton, Cllr Elaine Makey.                              
Iain McLean (Parish Council Clerk)
 Cllr Peter Griffiths (WSCC) for part of the meeting.
 30 members of the public.
______________________________________________________

1. Chairman’s introduction.   
The Chairman updated the meeting on the various issues the Parish Council had been involved in over the past year. These included, the state of the footpaths and stiles, the reinstatement of the clapperboard in Church Lane, streetlights, trying to get volunteers to resurrect the Neighbourhood Watch scheme, social cohesion (the proposal for a new community intranet, the flower show, possible summer picnic, etc. She welcomed Heather Jordan as the new Tree Warden for the Parish. She thanked her fellow Councillors, and the Clerk, for all their dedication and hard work over the year.   
2. Minutes of Annual Parish meeting held on 7th May 2013. 
These were unanimously approved, and signed as a true record by the Chairman.
3. Presentation by Anthony Watts Williams, Chairman of Locals Against Mayfields Urban Sprawl (LAMBS).   
The Chairman of LAMBS gave his presentation, and re-iterated that the Mayfields new market town proposal was not sustainable. This is on any number of sound planning grounds such as ecology, flooding, infrastructure, etc. The developer has no support and is meeting ferocious opposition from a huge majority of local residents. The importance of both the Horsham and Mid Sussex Local Development plans will be a key factor. The opposition of the two local MPs will also be very important. There then followed a question and answer session.  
4. Neighbourhood Plan.  
Councillor Mick Gratton gave his presentation using a number of slides. He said that the Plan was about 6 months behind the Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common Parish Council NP, but was making good progress. He spoke of the factors that had to be satisfied through the provisions of the MSDC Local Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework. There were a number of housing sites in the Plan that were coming forward already. He spoke of the affordable housing issue, and how the Plan would seek to address this issue. Formal consultation on the Plan would be taking place later in the year.   
5. Operation Watershed.         
Councillor Graham Stafford outlined the problems of flooding, and the contractual issues that had to be overcome. The gullies in Church Lane are blocked. There will need to be a camera survey, and then jetting from top to bottom. The B2116 should be being done by WSCC. There is more to do, but the project is ongoing and making good progress. A question was raised about home flooding, and the need to prioritise this. It was noted however, that this is more a matter for WSCC to address, and there is e.g. some availability of sand bags.    
6. Quiet run surfacing on A23.         
Councillor Nikki Ernest reported on the problem of the noise transmission along the road, and the actions of the Parish Council in pursuing this issue. There had been a number of empty promises in the past, and it was disappointing that it was not in the Handcross stretch improvement scheme nearing completion. There is a need to join with other Parishes affected by the road noise, and this is being organised. It was noticeable that on a show of hands only one person present thought that the noise from the road was not a problem. If ultimately, it was felt that a petition was a good idea, the Parish Council would try and organise it. The pressure needs to be kept up, but that it would be costly work at a time when resources were scarce. There were also the environmental considerations to consider.   
7. Village Hall report. 
The Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee, Councillor Elaine Makey, gave her report. She updated the meeting on the improvement and refurbishment works being carried out to the Hall. The next phase was to deal with the storage and improve this. The grant application has been made under the Big Society scheme, and there may also be lottery funding available. The bookings for the Hall are going very well, and most evenings there is use of the facility. The Village Show and the Pub day are very useful fund raisers. She hoped that more volunteers might come forward, and said that the Committee was always open to and welcomed new ideas. She thanked Mick Gratton for his help with organising the events, and also particularly the bookings clerk, Jenny Gratton for all her work. In response, the Chairman thanked Elaine for all her hard work on the management of the Hal, on behalf of the Parish Council, and the residents of the Village.     
8.  Reports from MSDC and WSCC Councillors. 

Councillor Peter Griffiths from WSCC said that he had been championing rural broadband, and although progress is slow, it is happening. Completion for March 2016 is the target. He picked up on the footpaths issue, and the safer routes to school scheme. On flooding, he urged that incidences are reported to WSCC. He said that the delays in completing the repairs to the clapperboard were unacceptable, and he would be taking this up with the appropriate WSCC officers. He referred to the item at 6 above, and said that political lobbying was underway in his efforts to have this long standing issue resolved. He thought that a petition might be a good tool for this. He said that he thought the performance of WSCC overall, should be improving as a result of recent management and organisation structure changes. Finally, he answered a number of questions from the floor on a flooding issue, and the issue of flood compensation for householders.      
9.  General session for the public. 
The issue of green bins and garden waste was raised. This will be pursued with MSDC Councillor Sue Seward. The issue of the dust cart not getting up Barleycroft because of the parked cars was raised. The Parish Council is trying to deal with this. A request for an additional dog waste bin on the Recreation Ground was made. People generally thought there was too much litter around the Parish. Albourne could so with an additional rubbish bin by the bus stop. There was concern that the grass cutting is not being done satisfactorily, and this will be looked into. The issue of the cars being parked along the road to Hurstpierpoint was raised, and Councillor Peter Griffiths from WSCC is already investigating this. He is hoping to obtain a Traffic Regulation Order to introduce time limited parking. An issue of machinery noise on a Sunday was raised and whether some sort of ban might be supported. It was concluded however, that this wasn’t a major problem, and from a practical point of view, there was a limit to what could be done about it. The need for the hedge to be cut back near the Ginger Fox was raised, given the road junction at this point, and Poynings PC would be asked to deal with this. Heather Jordan mentioned the Ash die back, and the reporting mechanism for incidents of this. Councillor Mick Gratton mentioned the Village Show and the Apple Day later in the year, and hoped everyone would be able to attend.   
   

10. Chairman’s concluding remarks. 

The Chairman said that she thought it might be an idea of form a social committee for local events and initiatives, e.g. a Village pop up pub, but that volunteers would be needed. She encouraged people to keep abreast of the Mayfields issue by looking at the LAMB’s website. On the issue of potholes, which had been raised earlier, she encouraged everyone to report any problems on the dedicated WSCC’s Love Sussex website. Finally she thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and invited all to join Councillors for a drink and snacks afterwards.   
The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m. 

SIGNED......................................................................Meg Price
                                  Chairman

